Advent
“The Journey of Joy” 

Life Group Questions

For the week of December 12, 2010

I. Opening

What is your favorite Christmas song and who sings the best version of it?

What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling?  Explain.

If you could ask Pastor Duane one question about his message on Sunday, what would it be?

How would you describe to someone what joy is?

Would you consider yourself to be a joyful person?

II. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4 – 10

What factors might have impeded the Thessalonians from experiencing joy?

What was the source of the joy for the Thessalonians? How does an understanding of the source of joy change the way you view joy, and also happiness?

Paul talks about the Thessalonians being a model for others. How important is it for a Christian to model joy?

How do you best express joy? What are some other ways that you’ve seen joy modeled well?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 18

How do joy, prayer, and thanksgiving work together?

Do you really believe and live your life as if you believe that it is God’s will for you to be happy?

III. Closing
Read Galatians 5:22 – 25

Do you think that joy is a necessary manifestation of the Holy Spirit? How can “keeping in step” with the Spirit affect the fruit that It bears?

Prayer time
For further study, please read:


The book of Philippians
