Advent
“Hope” 

Life Group Questions

For the week of December 5, 2010

I. Opening

What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling?  Explain.
What is one thing from last weekend’s message that you hope we talk about tonight?

For many people, the Christmas season is a time of hope. For many others, though, that is not the case.  What are some of the other feelings or emotions that you experience this time of year?

II. Read Psalm 33:12 – 22

In what arenas of life does this passage suggest people look for hope in other than God? Why are we so easily drawn to these other things?
Does hope require waiting? (verse 20) What does waiting on the LORD look like? How are you at waiting and hoping in the LORD? 

How would an increase in trust impact the hope you have in the LORD? Is there something practical you can begin doing this week that might demonstrate a greater trust in God?

III. Read  Colossians 1:3 – 8
What was the impact of the hope the Colossian church had, based on Paul’s words here? Generally speaking, do you think the people around you notice whether or not you are filled with hope?
 How has the gospel inspired (or maybe discouraged) the hope that you have? In a few brief sentences, how would you describe the hope that you have to someone who hasn’t heard or who doesn’t understand the gospel message?
Who is your Epaphras? Who explained the gospel to you in a way that made sense to you and offered you hope in the Lord? Is there someone in your life right now that God may want you to share with about the hope you have in the Lord?

IV. Closing

Prayer time

Pray for increased trust and notable hope. Pray for the person that came to mind when you were talking about sharing your hope.  Pray for and thank God for your Epaphras.

For further study, please read:


Psalm 37, Psalm 71
