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430 B.C. - Malachi 4:5-6

See I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and 

dreadful day of the LORD comes.  He will turn the hearts of 

the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children 

to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a 

curse.

5 B.C. - Matthew 1:1-2, 16

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, 

the son of Abraham:  Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac 

the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his 

brothers … and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of 

Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called the Christ.
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Alexander the Great

Antiochus IV Epiphanes

Maccabean revolt

Pompey, Roman General

Pharisees & 

Sadducees
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Luke 2:25-38

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 

and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the 

Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 

the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 

servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 

have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
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Luke 2:25-38 (cont.) 

The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts 

will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven 

years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-

four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting 

and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks 

to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to 

the redemption of Jerusalem.
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Heaven …

Colossians 3:1-4

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory.
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Heaven does not compare to my Past

• Things I have previously known

1 Corinthians 13:8-12

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 

knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I 

was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we 

see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
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Heaven does not compare to my Past

• Things I have previously known

• Sufferings I am/have  experienced

Romans 8:18

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us. 
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Heaven does not compare to my Past

• Things I have previously known

• Sufferings I am/have  experienced

Job 19:25-27

I know that my Redeemer lives,

and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

And after my skin has been destroyed,

yet in my flesh I will see God;

I myself will see him

with my own eyes--I, and not another.

How my heart yearns within me!



11/28/2010

4

ANTICIPATION

anticipating heaven while walking here on earth

Heaven does not compare to my Past

• Things I have previously known

• Sufferings I am/have  experienced

• My life here on earth

Philippians 1:23 

I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, 

which is better by far;
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Heaven …

• Does not compare to my Past

• Gives hope for my Future
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Heaven gives hope for my Future

• Transformation
1 Corinthians 15:40-44,50-52

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 

perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 

in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, 

there is also a spiritual body. 

I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed. 
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Heaven gives hope for my Future

• Transformation

• Justice
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give 

relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen 

when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 

powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do 

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 

everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 

from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in 

his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 

believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to 

you.
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Heaven gives hope for my Future

• Transformation

• Justice

• Completion
Philippians 1:4-6

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident 

of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
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Heaven gives hope for my Future

• Transformation

• Justice

• Completion

• Reunion
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 

God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still 

alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
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Heaven …

• Does not compare to my Past

• Gives hope for my Future

• Impacts my Present
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Heaven impacts my Present

• I must rely on the Spirit
Galatians 2:21 – 3:5

I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be 

gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes 

Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just 

one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or 

by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with 

the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 

Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing? 

Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because 

you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?
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Heaven impacts my Present

• I must rely on the Spirit

• I must engage the world around me
Ephesians 2:10

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 4:1

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received.

Ephesians 5:1

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children

Ephesians 6:7-8

Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 

because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever 

good he does, whether he is slave or free.
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Heaven impacts my Present

• I must rely on the Spirit

• I must engage the world around me
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Heaven impacts my Present

• I must rely on the Spirit

• I must engage the world around me

“The way things ought to be becomes the driving mechanism 

behind

Why they care

Why they show up

Where they work

Who they spend time with

When they speak 

And more important, when they shut up”
Gabe Lyons, The Next Christians
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Heaven …

• Does not compare to my Past

• Gives hope for my Future

• Impacts my Present


