James: Guide to Practical Spirituality (Part 7)

Handling the Challenges of Wealth, Waiting, and Suffering

Life Group Questions

For the week of June 6, 2010

I. Opening

The World Cup of soccer starts this week.  Why hasn’t soccer caught on as a mainstream sport in the United States?

What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling?  Explain.

II. Read James 5:1 – 6

What is James warning the rich about?

How do you personally define “rich?”  (Or, at what point in your mind does someone qualify as being rich?)

What, if anything, does this passage speak to you about how you view money, possessions, and people?

III. Read Matthew 6:19 – 24
If someone to read verse 21 and then looked at the way you live your life, what are some things they might say about where your heart is?

When do you tend to struggle the most with the concept in verse 24?  When you have enough?  When you’re struggling to make ends meet?  When you have more than enough?  Why is that?

What helps you turn your heart back to God in those times?

IV. Read James 5:7 – 12

What are some things the Bible teaches about suffering?

How do you view suffering?

How do you do relationally when you are suffering?

What does James say about how to deal with people in those times? 

V. Prayer time

