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James:James:
Guide to Practical SpiritualityGuide to Practical Spirituality

Which wise are you?Which wise are you?

James 3:1James 3:1
11Not many of you should presume to be Not many of you should presume to be 
teachers, my brothers, because you know teachers, my brothers, because you know 

that we who teach will be judged more that we who teach will be judged more 

strictly.strictly.

James 3:13James 3:13
1313Who is wise and understanding among Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Let him show it by his good life, by you? Let him show it by his good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from deeds done in the humility that comes from 

wisdom.wisdom.
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II. The . The litmus testlitmus test for wisdomfor wisdom

James 3:13James 3:13
1313Who is wise and understanding among Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Let him show it by his good you? Let him show it by his good life…life…

I.I. The litmus test for wisdomThe litmus test for wisdom

1. Wisdom is displayed through 1. Wisdom is displayed through your your 
behaviorbehavior

I.I. The litmus test for wisdomThe litmus test for wisdom

22. Wisdom comes . Wisdom comes clothed in humility.clothed in humility.

James 3:13James 3:13
1313Who Who is wise and understanding among you? is wise and understanding among you? 
Let him show it by his good life, by deeds Let him show it by his good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom.done in the humility that comes from wisdom.
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I.I. The litmus test for wisdomThe litmus test for wisdom

22. Wisdom comes . Wisdom comes clothed in humility.clothed in humility.

James 3:13James 3:13
1313Who Who is wise and understanding among you? is wise and understanding among you? 
Let him show it by his good life, by deeds Let him show it by his good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom.done in the humility that comes from wisdom.

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

James 3:14James 3:14--1818
1414But But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 
or deny the truth. or deny the truth. 1515Such "wisdom" does not Such "wisdom" does not 
come down from heaven but is earthly, come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, of the devil. unspiritual, of the devil. 1616For where you For where you 
have envy and selfish ambition, there you have envy and selfish ambition, there you 
find disorder and every evil practice. find disorder and every evil practice. 

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

James James 3:143:14--1818
1717But the wisdom that comes from heaven is But the wisdom that comes from heaven is 
first of all pure; then peacefirst of all pure; then peace--loving, loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 

good fruit, impartial and sincere. good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
1818Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a 

harvest of righteousness harvest of righteousness 
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Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

Comes from Comes from GodGod WarsWars with Godwith God

James 3:14James 3:14--1515
1414But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 

or deny the truth. or deny the truth. 1515Such "wisdom" does not Such "wisdom" does not 
come down from heaven but is earthly, come down from heaven but is earthly, 

unspiritual, of the devilunspiritual, of the devil..

Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

Comes from Comes from GodGod WarsWars with Godwith God

James 3:17James 3:17
1717But the wisdom that comes from heaven But the wisdom that comes from heaven 

is…is…

Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

Comes from Comes from GodGod WarsWars with Godwith God

James 1:5James 1:5
55If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 

God, who gives generously to all without God, who gives generously to all without 

finding fault, and it will be given to him.finding fault, and it will be given to him.
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Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

Pure, or Pure, or holyholy ConsumedConsumed with envywith envy

Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

PeacefulPeaceful

Defining CharacteristicsDefining Characteristics

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

Put others firstPut others first SelfSelf--SeekingSeeking
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ResultsResults

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

RighteousnessRighteousness flourishesflourishes ChaosChaos ensuesensues

ResultsResults

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

ChaosChaos ensuesensues

James 3:16James 3:16
1616For where you have envy and selfish For where you have envy and selfish 

ambition, there you find disorder and every ambition, there you find disorder and every 

evil practice.evil practice.

ResultsResults

GoodGood WisdomWisdom oror BadBad WisdomWisdom

RighteousnessRighteousness flourishesflourishes

James 3:18James 3:18
1818Peacemakers Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a who sow in peace raise a 

harvest of righteousnessharvest of righteousness..
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Your Your GPSGPS

Is your Is your life headedlife headed in the in the same directionsame direction

now as it was three of four weeks ago?now as it was three of four weeks ago?

Wise people (good wisdom) read James Wise people (good wisdom) read James 

and are and are challengedchallenged

Foolish peopleFoolish people(bad wisdom) walk out of (bad wisdom) walk out of 

here and here and ignore the directionsignore the directions God is God is 
providingproviding--James says it himselfJames says it himself


