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You Are Loved

Developing Children and Youth


L oving God and Others


O utreach to our Community and World


V ictorious Living as Mature Christians


E quipping Everyone for Ministry


D evoloping Children and Youth

This is the last part of our vision but certainly not the least. Today as we launch our Son Force VBS we need to remember again why we are doing this. Not because it is a tradition that we do this every summer. Not because we don’t have plenty of other things we could be doing. 

We are doing this because in the Bible we find that Jesus clearly teaches us to do this. We are doing this because it is a very significant part of the vision that God gave us when we planted this church. 

When we planted this church our son Curt was 8 years old Andrew was 2 and Alesha was a new born. We only had one other family with two small children that came on a regular basis. Yet from the very beginning we had a conviction that the children were just as important as the adults and so children’s ministry has always been a priority. 

Before I bring the teaching today I’m going to ask Katherine Rhodes to come and share her testimony. 
How does Jesus feel about Children?

1. Jesus greatly values children.
Mark 9:35-37 (NIV)

    35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 
     36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me." 

We know that this issue of who is the greatest and the first was a constant issue among the disciples. On several occasions we see Jesus teaching his disciples about this matter. Here in Mark 9 and 10 also in Matthew 20, Luke 14 and 18. However on this occasion he chose’s to illustrate his point of being a servant by taking a small child in his arms and saying, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me.” 
In other words if you seriously want to show your love and commitment to me show it by loving children. I don’t think Jesus could have made the point of how much he values children any stronger. 

For those of you who are sitting here this morning thinking that these people who have been working to prepare for this VBS are just a little crazy, a little overboard. Maybe some of you are even thinking what a terrible waste of  their time consider this verse. 
Matt 26:6-10 (NIV)

   6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 
     8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. 9 "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 
     10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
Just like this women who seriously loved Jesus these people seriously love Jesus and they are showing it by their extravagant commitment to the children who will be pouring through these doors in just a few hours. 
For anyone to take the greatest message of faith, hope, and love and present it in a way that is boring is truly a sin. That’s why Patricia and her team are committed to doing children’s ministry with excellence. Because to present the gospel with anything less than excellence is absolutely wrong.  
2. Jesus blesses the children and the people who bring children to him. 
Mark 10:13-16 (MSG)

13 The people brought children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. 14 The disciples shooed them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: "Don't push these children away. Don't ever get between them and me. These children are at the very center of life in the kingdom. 15 Mark this: Unless you accept God's kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you'll never get in." 16 Then, gathering the children up in his arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them. 

If you want to make Jesus mad just get in someone’s way who is coming to him. Like the money changers in the temple who were taking advantage of the people who were coming to worship. The same thing is happening here and he is irate. “Don’t ever get between them and me.”

He wasn’t afraid to touch the dirty snotty nosed little kids. Some of them might have had lice in their hair. Some of them might have had dirty diapers, some of them might not have had any diapers on at all. 

Who do you pray for? I certainly hope that some of them are children. 

Are you just primarily living for yourself? For the present? I want to challenge you today to consider what would God have me to do to Develop Children and Youth?

3. Jesus will severely judge anyone who hurts the children. 

Matt 18:5-6 (NIV)

    5 "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

If you haven’t noticed there is an all out war on our children. 
· War on the unborn children (Abortion)
· War on the family (divorce and identity)
Growing up with the identity struggles of  being from divorce. Divorce affects people for generations. The kidnapping of children by the parent who doesn’t have custody. Children love both parents and yet they are forced and manipulated to choose between one or the other. 
· War on the home (physical and sexual abuse and incest)
At least 2,000 children are killed every year by their parents or step parents. In 50% of the cases alcohol is involved. Shaken baby syndrome has been in the news lately right here in central Ohio. 

Then there is the growing problem with sexual abuse. With more blended families this problem has increased. Child victims are becoming younger and younger. Mere infants are being used by pedophiles for their pleasure. 

Also there is an increase in the number of children who are being sexually abused by older children. Did you know that 75% of the children that sexually abuse other children have themselves been abused.   
· War on innocence (pornography and prostitution)
· War on their life (alcohol, drugs, suicide)

Everyday between 18-20 teens take their lives with suicide. 

We must do everything we can to protect the children and provide an environment for them where they will hear the gospel and have opportunities to give their lives to Christ. We must also disciple them and provide fun, safe, Christian places for them. Places where they can be in contact with Godly role models.
2 Cor 10:3-6 (NIV)
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 

