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Women Warriors
Defining the Battle

Gen 3:14-15 (NLT)

     14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, you will be punished. You are singled out from all the domestic and wild animals of the whole earth to be cursed. You will grovel in the dust as long as you live, crawling along on your belly. 15 From now on, you and the woman will be enemies, and your offspring and her offspring will be enemies. He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

Although we know that Satan fights everyone of us no matter what our gender, race, or age. It seems that this verse shows us there is a particular way in which women have been chosen to fight this spiritual warfare.
Today I’m going to focus on four women from the Bible who valiantly fought and won this battle. Two are from the OT and two from the NT. The four women are Hannah, Jochebed, Mary, and Eunice. Even though you may not be familiar with all of these women I’m sure most of you are very familiar with their children.

Four Mother’s Who Won the War

1. Hannah the Intercessor
The first women we will look at today was not a mother when she did some of her most important work of intercession. Hannah was barren and wanted children. The Bible describes how she had carried this desire for many years. 
1 Sam 1:9-15 (NIV)

10 In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 11 And she made a vow, saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head." 
     12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine." 

Hannah was not concerned about what others thought of her prayer. Even though to the priest it seemed that she was drunk. 

It reminds me of what Paul says about intercession in Romans 8:26.

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV)

  26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 
If you were blessed to have a mother or grandmother who prayed prayers of intercession for you indeed you were blessed and are still being blessed today. Many of you are here today because of your mothers or grandmothers who interceded for you. 

For some it wasn’t your mother but it was a women who your parents hired to clean your home. As that women cleaned she interceded on behalf of the family. For others it may have been a teacher, a coach, or a neighbor but in many cases it was a women who carried a burden for the next generation. A women with a mother’s heart. 
Maybe you are a women who is caring the heavy burden of a wayward son or daughter today. I want to encourage you to not give up. Every one of those prayers are making a difference. 
Rev 8:3-4 (NIV)

3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand. 
This scripture shows us what is happening in heaven when we pray. Parents your prayers do make a difference. 
God answered Hannah’s prayer and gave her a son and she named Samuel. He was both a priest and a prophet and gave leadership to God’s people during one of the most difficult times of their history. God used him to anoint both king Saul and King David. 

2. Jochebed the Wise Protector
Most of us aren’t familiar with the name Jochebed but we certainly know her son Moses. He of course is the one God used to lead his people out of bondage in Egypt. 

Can you imagine being pregnant during a time when it was against the law to have a male child. Not knowing if this child was a boy or girl. Then like every other mother she experienced the pain of labor and delivery but on top of that when the midwife announced it’s a boy she no doubt prayed for God’s help. 

Ex 2:1-3 (NIV)

    1 Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 

The law of the land said cast your baby boys into the Nile. I believe she received a creative idea from God. Casting him into the Nile in a basket that was prepared to float. 
There is something that God puts in the heart of a mother to protect her children. God gave Jochebed wisdom to protect little Moses, and mother, God will give you wisdom on how to protect your children. 

I think one of the great challenges for most mothers is not the nurturing of your children that quite honestly seems to come naturally. Rather it is to know when and how to release them. Both Hannah had to release their children at an early age.

Obviously they trusted God and understood that they were merely stewards of these children.

3. Mary the Lord’s Servant and the Encourager

Can you imagine what it must have felt like to be chosen of God to be the mother of Jesus the son of God? Mary was many things but two things I want to focus on today. The first is that she was a servant of the Lord. 

Luke 1:38 (NIV) 

38 "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 
Mother’s you are truly unsung hero’s in so many ways. Thank you for serving your families in so many ways. Thanks for being their to pray for us, to protect us, and yes to encourage us. 

That brings me to the second point I want to make about Mary. 

John 2:1-5 (NIV)

     1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 
     4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

This is one of those really interesting places in scripture where it almost appears that Jesus changes his mind. Could it be that Mary actually had an insight into God’s timing that Jesus didn’t have?
The Bible says he only did what his heavenly Father told him to do but sometimes I wonder if the Father spoke to him through his mother. 

It’s my experience that in many ways mothers act like the spiritual thermostat in the family. 
Read quote about Sahara Edwards: 

4. Euncie the Faith Filled Example

One of Paul’s most well known disciples was a young man by the name of Timothy. Most scholars believe that his father was a Greek and most likely not a Christian. However his mother and grandmother were strong Christians. 
2 Tim 1:5 (NIV)

5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

It doesn’t matter if your name is Hannah, Jochebed, Mary, Eunice, Gloria, Ellen, Beth, Laura, Miriam, Helen, Carol, Joy, Judy, Patricia, or whatever.

God has called you to be an intercessor, a creative protector, a servant, an encourager, and a faith filled example.
Remember we are at war and women of God you in particular have been singled out to fight this battle.     
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV)

3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

On so many occasions God has used my wife to speak into the lives of our children and into my life and challenge my thinking. It seems that God has given her a special discernment to pick out on the false arguments that Satan has filled my mind with.
Finally let’s consider the end of their battle. Look at what Romans says about crushing Satan under foot.
Romans 16:20 (NIV) 

 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
     The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
Let’s close today by having all the mother’s stand and let’s thank the Lord for these valiant warriors, these servants, these encouragers, these examples of faith!
