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Mission Possible

That Your Hand Would Be With Me

This is the third message in this series. As you know next week will be our annual World Outreach Conference. This year our Conference theme will be Mission Possible and I really want to urge all of you to plan on attending. 

We will have children’s ministry and nursery. We will have some excellent workshops Saturday afternoon. Then in the evening our keynote speaker will be David Pickens who is the Wickliffe translator working with the unreached Choco people in Columbia.
Once again today we are going to consider the text in 1 Chronicles chapter 4. We will look again at the prayer of Jabez. Remember the first week we prayed for God’s blessing, last week we prayed that God would increase our territory and today we are praying for God’s hand to be on us. 

1 Chron 4:9-10 (NKJV)

9 Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, "Because I bore him in pain." 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, "Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!" So God granted him what he requested. 

The hand of the Lord is a biblical term for God’s power, presence, authority, and protection. 

Josh 4:23-24 (NIV)

23 For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 24 He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God." 

1. That God’s Hand of Supernatural Power would be with me.
Having dared to ask God for his blessing and for him to enlarge your territory, more than a few Christians have faltered at this point. In some ways this is exactly what happened to Peter when he started to walk on the water.

Matt 14:28-31 (NIV)

   28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 29 "Come," he said. 
     Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
     31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

The difference is that Jabez prays for God’s hand before he starts to sink. Maybe some of you have really sincerely prayed this prayer but now like Peter you feel you’re about to drown. 

Now in the book of Acts we see the Christians were very bold and full of faith. They were not afraid to step out and do some radical things for God. However many times we overlook their powerful times of prayer.

Acts 4:29-31 (NIV)

29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." 
     31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Note that their first prayer was not for protection but rather that God would stretch out his hand of miraculous sign and wonders and that they would have more boldness. There is a time to pray for God’s hand of protection and we’ll get to that in just a few minutes. 

2. That God’s Hand of Authority would be with me.

Remember when we said it doesn’t work to pray for God’s blessing and live in disobedience? One of the major areas of disobedience that will withhold God’s blessing is when we don’t walk in unity with our Christian brothers and sisters.

Psalms 133:1-3 (MSG)

1How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along! 2 It's like costly anointing oil flowing down head and beard, Flowing down Aaron's beard, flowing down the collar of his priestly robes. 3 It's like the dew on Mount Hermon flowing down the slopes of Zion. Yes, that's where God commands the blessing, ordains eternal life. 

Now not only do I not want to block God’s blessing but I need God’s hand of power and authority on my life and all I endeavor to do. In order for God’s assignments to be mission possible and not mission impossible I must have God’s authority which means I must be under proper authority.

Let’s look at the life and ministry of Jesus regarding this.

Matt 7:28-29 (NIV)   

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

This portion shows that the people were amazed at Jesus teaching not because it was so intellectually stimulating although I’m sure it was. Not because of his oratorical skills but because he taught with authority. 

How many realize that we can’t do anything significant for God if we don’t have his authority? How many would agree that no one had more authority in their ministry than Jesus? What was the key to his authority?

Matt 8:5-10 (NIV)

   5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 7 Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 
     8 The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
     10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 

This is an amazing portion of scripture. Here we find this Roman centurion asking Jesus to heal his servant. Notice Jesus doesn’t hesitate but simply says, “I will go and heal him.” 

Now it’s time for Jesus to be astonished. I don’t think there are many times when Jesus is astonished but this is one of those times. Why? 

It’s because of this Roman soldiers understanding of authority which therefore allows him to have great faith. In fact Jesus says he has more faith than anyone in Israel. 

So when we pray and ask for God’s hand of authority to be on our life we need to ask ourselves are we under God’s authority? In other words we are asking God to show us if there is any area of rebellion in our lives.

3. That God’s Hand of Protection would be on me.

Now if we go back to the prayer of Jabez we see how when he ended his prayer it was really a request for God’s protection from evil. 

1 Chron 4:10 (NIV)
10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request. 

We might call this a prayer of prevention. “Lord keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” Jesus basically told us to pray a similar way in the Lord’s prayer.

Matt 6:13 (NIV)
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. ' 
Matt 6:13 (NLT) 3 And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

Matt 6:13 (MSG) 13 Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 
It is very important that we remember that Satan is constantly working against us. It also important to understand that his primary tool is temptation. In fact there are those who believe that his only tool is temptation. 

Now when we really get serious about moving forward to accomplish great things for God, to receive God’s blessing and enlarge our territory then Satan will increase the temptations.

Remember Jesus himself was tempted by Satan and he resisted by using the word of God. We are not left powerless and defenseless. We have been given everything we need to win this war. 

2 Cor 10:3-5 (NIV)
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

What Mission Possible is God calling you to?

· Witness to a neighbor or co-worker?

· Go on a short term mission trip?

· Teach in Joyland?

· Serve on the Multi-media team?

· Lead or host a home group?

· Intercessory prayer for your friends who don’t know Jesus?

Maybe you have prayed Lord bless me and enlarge my territory and now it looks and feels like he has called you to Mission Impossible. There is nothing like experiencing God’s hand on your life.

Acts 11:21 (NIV)

21 The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

His hand of power, authority, and protection. Lord we ask for your hand to be upon us to lead us in your ways. 

