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Are You Hungry For The Promise?

Intro: Today is commonly known as Pentecost Sunday. It is a Sunday when many Christian Churches will consider the events that are recorded in Acts chapter 2. The day the Church was born.
Pentecost was actually a Jewish feast day that simply means fifty days after the Passover. Pentecost was also known as the feast of weeks or harvest and details of this feast and how it was to be observed can be found in Deuteronomy 16. The purpose of this feast was to show joy and thankfulness for the Lord’s blessing of harvest.
During the time of Christ it was celebrated almost as much as the Passover with thousands of Jews coming to Jerusalem. However the reason the Christian Church celebrates Pentecost has to do with the events that took place on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ. When the Holy Spirit came with signs and power.   

1. The Promise Jesus Made.

John 7:37-39 (NLT)
37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, "If you are thirsty, come to me! 38 If you believe in me, come and drink! For the Scriptures declare that rivers of living water will flow out from within." 39 (When he said "living water," he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 

The feast referred to in verse 37 was the feast of tabernacles which was celebrated in Sept-Oct. It was to remember the journey from Egpt to Canaan and give thanks for the productivity of Cannan.

Then just before his crucifixion Jesus reminds them of the promise in just a little different way. Remember he is trying to prepare them for what is about to happen. 
John 14:15-18 (NLT)
15 "If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn't looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you do, because he lives with you now and later will be in you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 

Notice he is reassuring them that he will not abandon them but rather come to them in a new way. Then after Jesus resurrection and just before the assention he reaffirms the promise.
Acts 1:4-5,8 (NIV) 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."                                                                                                                                                8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
In this portion of scripture Jesus makes it clear that they need to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit before they leave Jerusalem. 

2. The Promise came with unexpected signs.

The last fifty days had been most unusual with the crucifixion, and then the resurrection, but nothing could have prepared them for what was about to happen next. 
Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)

    1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Now if that isn’t weird enough consider what happens next. Those who are Jews but not believers in Jesus hear the sounds. Apparently things were getting a little noisy.  

Acts 2:5-8 (NIV)

 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 

Remember the Jews that were in Jerusalem were from many different nations and spoke many different languages. 
Acts 2:12-13 (NIV)
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine. " 
Next we find Peter standing up and giving an explanation for what is happening. Obviously he spoke in the common language which was Hebrew. Then he went on to preach the gospel of Jesus to them.  
Acts 2:14-18 (NIV)  
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 "'In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 

3. The Promise is for those who are hungry.
After Peter finishes his message the people are moved to ask what should we do? Notice his answer.
Acts 2:37-39 (NIV) 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

This promise is for everyone. As many as God calls. Do you feel God’s calling today? Are you hungry for God’s spirit? 
Over the years there have been various interpretations concerning when and how we receive the Holy Spirit. Some believe and teach that you can receive Jesus at one point and then receive the Holy Spirit at a later time. Sometimes that teaching has been referred to as a second work of grace.  

Personally I don’t think you can separate God the Son and God the Holy Spirit in that way. In other words if you have received Jesus by faith the Holy Spirit came in at the same time. 
However I also believe that Paul makes it abundantly clear in his letter to the Ephesian Christians that we need to seek to be full continually with the Holy Spirit. 
Eph 5:18 (NLT)

18 Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. 

I do believe that when we are completely filled with the Holy Spirit that there will be various evidences of that. For one thing Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would give us power to witness. 

Remember Peter said when he explained it to the Jews that the Holy Spirit would empower people to have dreams and visions, and also he mentioned Prophecy. I believe that these things still happen today. 

When I was in college I remember a friend of mine praying for the Holy Spirit and suddenly she began to prophecy. 
Remember what Jesus said in John 7:37-38 if you are thirsty come to me and drink. How many are thirsty for more of Jesus this morning?
Down through history whenever God’s people have become hungry for more of him and more of the Holy Spirit he has come. Read some of the accounts of past Revivals.
