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Haggai: A Vision For Building The House of God
A Covenant To Empower

Remember the remnant had returned and started the rebuilding process about 16 years ago but because of opposition they quit and just went about building their own houses. Then God sent two prophets Haggai and Zechariah to encourage his people to start again. Let’s review:

Haggai’s first three messages:

· A call to Action 

This message was based on the question, “Is it time for you to dwell in paneled house while this house lies desolate?” Get your priorities right, stop making excuses and start building. If you build God will be with you. 

· A promise to fill God’s house with God’s glory 

This message was based on the question, “Who remembers the temple in its former glory? And how does it seem to you now?” This is a challenge to face the difficult issues and hard questions. The discouragements of past failures and prospect of future shaking. Then we can accept the promise that God’s glory will fill this house in a greater way than even Solomon’s temple.

· A challenge to cleanse God’s house 

This message was based on the question, “Can you become holy by touching something holy? Can you become polluted by touching something polluted?” God cannot bless us if we are continuing to walk to disobedience and sin. If we repent God is faithful to forgive, cleanse, and bless us. 

 This fourth and final message comes on the same day as message three Dec 18, 520 BC. It is primarily a message to Zerubbabel the governor.  


Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin and therefore of the royal line of David. But instead of wearing a crown and sitting on a throne, he was a mere governor of a struggling remnant of the Jewish nation, trying to complete the building of a rather inglorious temple. This was not a plum job especially under the present circumstances. I’m sure there was no shortage of arm-chair quarterbacks.  

Hag 2:20-23 (NIV)

  20 The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 "Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake the heavens and the earth. 22 I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother. 
     23 "'On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,' declares the LORD, 'and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares the LORD Almighty." 

Even though this message is very short it packs a punch. First notice in verse 21 that God once again speaks of a shaking that will come, remember he spoke of the shaking in verse 6 and 7. I don’t think God is telling him this to put fear in his heart but rather to give him confidence when the shaking comes that God is still in control. 

Have you ever had God warn you of something difficult to come? Perhaps through a dream or premonition of some type. When that happens we can either become fearful and anxious or we can become alert and began praying prayers of prevention. Even in the Lord’s prayer Jesus taught us to pray lead us not into temptation.  

Then God’s word in verse 22 reveals his power over all kingdoms. “I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms.” But Zerubbabel knows the Jews aren’t exempt from God’s judgment either. He has a vivid memory of what happened when the Babylonians came and took them captive and how they lived in exile. 

In fact Zerubbabel was familiar with Jeremiahs prophesy and the fact that his ancestor Jehoiakim had been rejected by God because of his sinful life.

Jer 22:24-25 (NIV)

  24 "As surely as I live," declares the LORD, "even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off. 25 I will hand you over to those who seek your life, those you fear--to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to the Babylonians.[ 

That’s why verse 23 is so significant for Zerubbabel. First to be called God’s servant was significant. That is not a title the Lord gives out lightly. Some others who held the title were Abraham, Moses, and David. I think this is a title that we should all covet and I think it is one we can all attain. 

Then to hear God saying to him I will take you my servant, and make you my signet ring, because I have chosen you. 

· I will take you my servant

· I will make you like my signet ring

· Because I have chosen you

God is once again establishing and renewing the covenant promise that he had made to his servant David that from his lineage would come a savior. That’s why we find Zerubbabel named in the genealogies of Jesus.

As you read the OT you see how “salvation history” progressed from age to age, always moving toward the fulfillment of the messianic promise. Many people played different roles in the drama. Abraham founded the nation, Isaac and Jacob built it. Joseph protected it in Egypt and Moses delivered it from Egypt. Joshua brought them into their homeland. David established the kingdom. 

Then in spite of sin, suffering, and failures, the Davidic line never ceased, and the day came when Jesus Christ, the Son of David, was born in Bethlehem.  

When we celebrate Christmas we remember Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, the wise men; but rarely if ever does anyone think about Zerubbabel, the servant of God a humble but faithful player in the drama.  

So how does this apply to us today?

1. The work of God is begun, sustained, encouraged, and completed by the Word of God.

Ezra 6:14 (NIV)

14 So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching (prophesying) of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. 

When God’s servants proclaim God’s word in the power of the spirit, things begin to happen. D Martin Lloyd-Jones said, “the decadent periods and eras in the history of the church have always been those periods when preaching had declined. What is it that always heralds the dawn of a reformation or a revival? It is renewed preaching.” 

I believe this speaks of both the written and spoken word. Do you have a hunger for God’s word? Without his word we will never be his signet ring.

Remember God is a covenant keeping God. His word is his bond.

2. God’s servants must work together to build God’s house.

Haggai and Zechariah, an older man and a younger man, worked together. Remember when we talked about the fact that the greatest opposition and the most difficult opposition to deal with is that which comes from within. In my 30 plus years of ministry without a doubt the most difficult and challenging aspects of building God’s house have been in this area. 

1 Cor 3:3-5 (MSG)
3 As long as you grab for what makes you feel good or makes you look important, are you really much different than a babe at the breast, content only when everything's going your way? 4 When one of you says, "I'm on Paul's side," and another says, "I'm for Apollos," aren't you being totally infantile? 5 Who do you think Paul is, anyway? Or Apollos, for that matter? Servants, both of us—servants who waited on you as you gradually learned to entrust your lives to our mutual Master. We each carried out our servant assignment. 

God will not and cannot bless us when we are not working together but when we do he commands his blessing.

Psalms 133:1-3 (NKJV)

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity! 2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing--Life forevermore. 
3. Don’t be afraid of the shaking for it is a necessary prerequisite for the true Revival, which will touch all nations.

Hag 2:6-7 (NIV)     

6 "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty. 

This principle is true both individually and corporately. How many came to Christ when everything in your life was going great?

No most of you came when things were being shaken. You lost your job, or your health was failing, or your marriage was coming apart, or your kids were rebelling. The same principle is true of the church and the nation. 

4. We are chosen to be his servants and empowered by the Holy Spirit to do his work!

Eph 1:11-14 (NIV)     

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

I want God’s seal on my life don’t you? I want the stamp of his signet ring just like our friend Zerubbabel had. The moment we think that the work can be accomplished through our great plans, and our resources, and our whatever we are doomed for failure. 

When Zerubbabel had received God’s signet ring, God’s stamp then he was fully prepared to lead God’s people in building God’s house. 

Zech 4:6 (NIV)

  6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty. 

