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God So Loved

That He Died for our Sins, Was Buried, and Rose from the Dead

Today we’ve seen a powerful portrayal of the message of the Gospel of Jesus through music, dance, and narration. Gospel simply means the good news and my friend this is the best news you will ever hear in your life. 

1 Corinthians 15:2-4

By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

1. Christ died for our sins

The death of Jesus demonstrates how much God loves you.  

Let me just give you a little background. This is Easter Sunday the day we celebrate the resurrection. Let’s back up a few days. Just a few days ago Jesus celebrated Passover with his disciples and one of the twelve named Judas left the table and went to the high priest and cut a deal to betray him for 30 pieces of silver. 

Then after he had spent the entire night in prayer the soldiers came and arrested him in the garden. 

Then he goes through six different trials in about eight hours.  After all that they couldn’t come up with anything to accuse him of. He hadn’t done anything wrong.  He had committed no real crimes.  So they trump up some false charges and bring in phony witnesses.

These paid accusers come in and start making up stories and they start perjuring themselves.  Then what happens is they actually start contradicting each other’s stories. 

Finally they made one accusation that stuck.  Just one.  This one was true.  This is what they killed Jesus for – this one accusation. 

Luke 22:70-71

They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?" He replied, "You are right in saying I am." Then they said, "Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips."

After Jesus was convicted in the trial of claiming to be the son of God they sentenced Him to be killed by crucifixion.  In the history of all mankind no one has ever thought up a more brutal form of capital punishment. 

For Romans crucifixion was reserved for only the most heinous of crimes in the colonies. Roman citizens were beheaded, not crucified. Jews shared their revulsion – “anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse,” said Deuteronomy.   

But even before Jesus went to the cross He suffered all kinds of intense agony.

First the Roman guards just to make fun of Him, just to be brutal to Him, covered Him with a blindfold and they began to beat Him, and beat Him.  They began to spit on Him and slap Him.  They began to taunt Him, “Who hit You, Jesus?”  And they’d spit on Him, “Who spit on You, Jesus?”  They’d slap Him, “Who slapped You, Jesus?  If You’re really God, tell us.” 

Then to mock Him further they said, “Oh, You’re the king of the Jews.  You need a crown.”  So they made a crown of thorns.  They crammed it down on His head. Then out of meanness they began to pluck out His beard.

They whipped him with a cat of nine tails a special whip with bits of bone and metal tied to the ends of the whip to tear the flesh. Then they order him to carry his own cross to the place of crucifixion. 

When they finally get him to Golgotha they nail his hands and feet to the cross and raise him up to die. 

Once a person has hung in this position for a period of time the muscles around your chest cavity begin to paralyze.  So it allows you to breathe in but you can’t breath out. Unless you raise yourself up on your feet.  So for the next several hours it is up and down with excruciating pain. I wonder what he thought about on the cross? What was going through his mind?

Hebrews 12:2

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross…

What joy was set before him that gave him the strength to endure the cross? I think the joy set before him is what Revelation 7 talks about. 

Revelation 7:9-10

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 
I think he saw into the future those like KL Dickson from Uganda, and Setan Lee from Cambodia. People from China, India, Russia and I think he saw everyone of us who have received him as our personal Lord and Savior. 

Then after hanging on the cross for about three hours he cried out in a loud voice.

John 19:30

…"It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

When Jesus said, “It is finished,” the original manuscript uses the Greek word Tetelestai which means “paid in full.” 

When a person was put in prison during this period, a certificate of debt was nailed to his cell door. This certificate listed all his crimes and the date of his release in order to inform new jailors about him. When the prisoner was released, the certificate was stamped with the Greek word Tetelestai  

You’re a free man.  You can go.  You’re not in prison any more.

Col 2:13-15 (NLT)

You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ. He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record that contained the charges against us. He took it and destroyed it by nailing it to Christ's cross. In this way, God disarmed the evil rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross of Christ. 

2. The Burial of Jesus Christ

It’s interesting that none of his disciples attended his burial. His funeral was conducted by two members of the Sanhedrin the, very court that had condemned him to die. 

John 19:38-40

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.

None of his friends or family came to his funeral because of fear. 

The burial is an important part of the good news because the burial proved that he was really dead. In fact in the gospel of Matthew it describes how the Jews come to Pilot and ask him to secure the tomb because they say they are afraid the disciples will steal his body. Pilot grants their request and dispatches a guard and also puts a seal on the tomb. 

3. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Luke 24:1-6

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?

He is not here; he has risen! …

The resurrection is recorded slightly different in each of the gospel accounts but the facts are that the women were the first to discover the empty tomb. Then going back to our first text today let’s pick it up at verse 4 again. 

1 Corinthians  15:4-7

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.

After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,

The resurrection is the best part of the good news because it validates every other part of the Gospel. Within twenty years almost half of the residents of Jerusalem were believers in Jesus Christ because the resurrection was so well known.

Now the question I would ask of you today is have you personally received the Good News of the Gospel. You see going to Church doesn’t make you a Christian. Reading the Bible and being able to recite the account of Jesus death, burial, and resurrection doesn’t make you a Christian. 

Rom 10:9-11

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."

Let me ask you a direct question today? Do you believe that Jesus died for you? Do you believe that God raised him from the dead?

If you do have you ever publicly confessed that? 

God I come to you today recognizing that I have sinned and that I need your forgiveness. Lord Jesus I believe that you died on the cross for my sins. I also believe that you rose from the grave and that because of your resurrection I do not have to fear death any longer. 

Today I receive you as my Lord and Savior. I now give myself completely to you and I ask that your Holy Spirit would empower me to walk in obedience to you all the days of my life. In Jesus name Amen!  

