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God So Loved

John 3:16 (NIV)

     16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Why did God have to give his son? Because God established a world where there are consequences for our actions. 

Just as you cannot defy the natural laws such as gravity without suffering the consequences so you cannot defy the moral and spiritual laws without consequences. 

If you break the ten commandments there will be consequences. If you lie, steal, and commit adultery there will be consequences. Perhaps you think you will get by and that no one will ever find out how many know that eventually the truth always has a way of coming out? 

In the 11th century Anselm the archbishop of Canterbury wrote a great treatise on the relationship between the incarnation and the atonement. 

He wrote that it is simply impossible for God to overlook sin because it is wrong for God to do anything that is unjust. “It is not within the scope of his liberty or will to let go unpunished the sinner who does not repay to God what he has taken away. God upholds nothing more justly than the honour of his own dignity.”

“So what can be done? If we are ever to be forgiven, we must repay what we owe. Yet we are incapable of doing this, either for ourselves or for other people.” The greatest merit of Anselm’s exposition is that he perceived clearly the extreme gravity of sin as willful rebellion against God. 

That is why God had to robe himself in flesh and come to planet earth as a man. The cross of Christ is the revealed truth of God’s judgment on sin. 

Never associate the idea of martyrdom with the Cross of Christ. It was the supreme triumph, and it shook the very foundations of hell. 

1 Cor 15:54-55 (NIV)

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
55 "Where, O death, is your victory? 
     Where, O death, is your sting?" 
This is a quote from Isaiah 25.

There is nothing in time or eternity more absolutely certain and irrefutable than wht Jesus Christ accomplished on the Cross. He made it possible for the entire human race to be brought back into a right standing relationship with God. He made redemption the foundation of human life. He made a way for every person to have fellowship with God. 

The Cross was not something that happened to Jesus. He came to die; the cross was his purpose. 

John 10:18 (NLT)

18 No one can take my life from me. I lay down my life voluntarily. For I have the right to lay it down when I want to and also the power to take it again. For my Father has given me this command." 

In Revelation 13 it says he is the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world. The incarnation would have no meaning without the Cross. 

2 Cor 5:21 (NLT)

21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

The Cross is the central event in time and eternity, and the only answer to the sin problem. 

The cross can never be fully comprehended through human experience. The cross is the gate through which any and every person can enter into oneness with God. But it is not a gate we pass through quickly, in fact we must live our life in that gate. 

The heart of salvation is the Cross. The Cross was the place wher God and man merged with a tremendous collision and where the way to life was opened. But all the cost and pain of the collision was absorbed by Jesus. 

1 Peter 2:21-25 (NLT)   

 21 This suffering is all part of what God has called you to. Christ, who suffered for you, is your example. Follow in his steps. 22 He never sinned, and he never deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when he was insulted. When he suffered, he did not threaten to get even. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 24 He personally carried away our sins in his own body on the cross so we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. You have been healed by his wounds! 25 Once you were wandering like lost sheep. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. 

