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Discovering the Source of Life

The Living Water of Faith in Jesus Christ
We had a wonderful week of VBS. We had 27 children that discovered the spring of faith this week and several others that recommitted their lives to Christ. 

John 4:10-15 (NIV)

   10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 
     11 "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 
     13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 
     15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

This is a familiar portion to some of you but I urge you today to let the Lord show you this in a new and fresh way. 
He spoke openly to, this women who most Jews would have overlooked or looked down upon. The Samaritans were a people of mixed ancestry. They were the descendents of Ephrim and Manasseh who had intermarried with some of the indigenous people of that area. Every generation and every culture seems to have those who are looked upon by the majority as inferior and this women definitely fell into that group.      

Some have suggested that there was also another reason that she seems to have come to the well alone. Most of the other women of the village would have come together and used this as a time to visit with one another. However she had a past, a reputation. 
I’m going to build this teaching around three questions today.

First Question:
What is the living water that Jesus was talking about? 
Before I give you the answer to that question I want to point out that  most people have a certain amount of skepticism whenever anyone makes a bold claim like the one Jesus makes in this verse. 

Especially in our culture where we are constantly bombarded by the marketing wizards who promise us everything from financial security to the cure of our bladder control problems to the elimination of our wrinkles if we just buy their product. 

I’m sure that Jesus faced some of the same skepticism and yet that doesn’t deter him from making this bold claim.  So what is this living water?
· Is it a teaching of certain profound knowledge?
· Is it an experience?

· Is it a commitment to a set of beliefs?
Well I believe it is all of the above but yet so much more. However the simple answer is. 

Answer: 

The living water Jesus spoke of is a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                                                              
John 7:37-38 (NIV)

…"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."
Second Question: 

How do we discover or start this relationship with Jesus Christ?
John 1:10-12 (NIV)

   10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 

This is an interesting portion of scripture because it gives us insight into the fact that although Jesus came first of all to his own people the Jews they for the most part didn’t receive him or his message. 

Then it goes on to clearly tell us in verse 12 “yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  
Let’s take a look at another scripture that is talking about coming to God. 
Romans 10:9-11 (NIV)
9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
Answer:

We enter into relationship with God by believing in the resurrection of Christ and confessing that “Jesus is Lord.”
Notice the one common denominator in these verses is faith or belief. The truth is that without faith you simply cannot come to God. You can’t enter into any kind of relationship without faith.

Some of you right now are saying but what does that kind of faith look like? How or where do I go to find that faith? How can I be sure that I have that kind of faith, or have enough of that faith?

Hebrews 11:5-6 (NIV) 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Now remember when we looked at John 1:11 and how it said that he first came to his own but they didn’t receive him? Let me show you something now from the old testament.

Jeremiah 2:13 (NIV)
13 "My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, 
the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, 
broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

Friend we all exercise faith everyday. The question is do you have faith in God? Or do you have more faith in yourself?

· Career?

· Education?

· Family?

· Finances?

· Gifts and abilities?

· Government?

These people that Jeremiah is talking about had committed two sins. They forsook God, and they dug their own cisterns. They really had more faith in themselves and their abilities than they had in God.  

Third Question:

How can we continue to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ?

Answer:

We can continue to grow in Christ through the same avenue that we received Christ. Through Faith!
Romans 10:17 (NIV)

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 

Remember this is much more about a process than it is about an event. 
Psalms 1:1-3 (NIV) 

1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

 Now I want to remind you that Jesus promised the Samaritan women that she would have a source of thirst quenching living water. Today we have discovered that the water he was talking about was a relationship with the living God. 

That doesn’t mean that you will never face difficulty or hardship. Read the story from July 07 CT page 21 about the Christians who were martyred in Turkey in April 07.

1 Cor 13:13 (NIV)

  13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Over the next two weeks we will discover the source of hope and love.
Invite people who are ready to receive Jesus Christ as their Savior today. We want to pray with you right now. Will you come as the worship team plays.
Secondly I want to invite those whose spring has become polluted. That although you know what it’s like to have the living water to be honest other things have gotten in the way. 

