Page 1   Title:Conformed to His Image: The Final Teaching       Topic:Life of Christ                 Date:5-6-07

Conformed to His Image

The Final Teaching
Intro: We’ve been studying the post resurrection appearances of Christ for the last three weeks. We’ve learned how these messages helped to shape and mold the disciples into the image of Christ.
· The disciples on the road to Emmaus who needed their eyes opened.
· Peter who needed a heart check, “do you love me more than these?”
· Thomas who needed his faith strengthened.
Romans 8:28-29 (NIV)
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

This is the final message in this series and we are going to look at Jesus final message to his disciples. This message of Jesus is one that all of us need to remember if we are serious about being his disciple. It’s not only his final message but as we will learn today it is also his first and primary message. 

This message is a request. Something that Jesus is asking us to do. If we choose to obey it will change every aspect of our lives. It will become the driving purpose for which we live every day. 

How many would agree that Jesus was on a mission? Do you believe that he had a clear sense of purpose? Well this final message is Jesus telling us what our real purpose in life is. It is recorded in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke as well as the book of Acts. 
Matt 28:18-20 (NIV)
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

As many of you know this is usually referred to as the Great Commission. Let’s take a few minutes and break this text down and study it now. 

1. First Jesus established his authority and ours.

This is significant because it should cause us to sit up and take notice. Like when we are flying and we hear the caption come over the speaker, “this is your caption we are about to enter some turbulence, please put on your seat belt.” 

Not long ago I was going up the freeway and suddenly the traffic stopped. After sitting awhile a couple of cars in front of me made a U-turn through the medium. I thought that was a good idea and just as I was about to turn I heard a loud voice say, “that’s a bad idea.” It was a police car directly behind me. It was a voice of authority. 

Jesus doesn’t do this often but on a few occasions when it is very important. He definitely has the credentials when he needs them. Look at what the book of Colossians says about Jesus.   
Col 1:15-18 (NIV)

    15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
Now I believe for those who already believe that Jesus is God and has all authority he is just reminding them. However for those who might be doubting or might question what he is about to say he is setting forth his credentials.
Also this verse is to let us know that he will be giving us authority to fulfill the commission he is giving us. Like when I’m performing a wedding I will say, “by the authority invested in me as a minister of the Gospel and in accordance with the laws of the state of Ohio I pronounce you husband and wife.”  

Luke 9:1-2 (NIV)

  1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

Notice how this great commission is recorded for us in Acts. First he tells us about the power of the Holy Spirit which will give us the power and authority to get this job done.  
2. We are commissioned to be witnesses.
Acts 1:7-8 (NIV)

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

The focus here is to be witnesses. What is a witness other than someone who simply tells what they have seen and heard. What have you seen God do? Do you have a testimony of answered prayer? 
Even though this was Jesus final message it was also one of the first things he talked to his disciples about. 

Mark 1:16-18 (NIV)   

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

In his teachings he continued to remind them of their purpose to be the light of the world.

Matt 5:14-16 (NIV)

  14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

Most Christians don’t see themselves the way the Lord does. Say to your neighbor, “You are the light of the world.” Now say, “I am the light of the world.”
3. We are commissioned to make disciples.
Matt 28:19-20 (NIV)
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Notice he doesn’t just say go and make converts but rather disciples. 
Do you know what the difference is between a convert and a disciple? It’s important to be converted that is we all started. However it is not God’s will for you to only remain a convert. 
He has called all of us to be his disciples. Verse 20 makes it very clear what a disciple is. It is someone who obeys what God’s word teaches. A disciple is someone whose life is conformed to the image of Christ.  
Some of you are saying well that’s your job pastor. I’m not trained to do that. I don’t have the gifts to do that or whatever. Well I don’t think Jesus just gave the great commission to those who would be in full time ministry.

Maybe you don’t have the gifts to teach large groups of people but I believe that everyone of you can disciple someone. For those of you who are parents of young children those are your first disciples. 
4. Go into all the world and preach the good news.

Mark 16:15 (NIV)
     15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 

Matthew says go to all nations, Mark records it as go into all the world, and Luke records it in Acts as the ends of the earth. The point is that it’s not limited to our neighborhood, or people just like us. 

This was an especially difficult concept for the Jews to accept because they had always believed that they were God’s chosen people simply because of their heritage. Now God seems to be changing the rules. Aren’t you glad he did?

Remember in Acts 10 when God wanted Peter to go and preach to the Gentile Cornelius? God had to speak through a vision showing him some food and telling Peter to eat. Peter said I can’t because it’s not kosher but God said I’ve called it clean.

This going into all the world  part of the great commission is why our missions emphasis is so important. Why once a year we ask each of you to prayerfully make a faith promise to support our missionaries in prayer and finances. 

Also I believe that all of you can have the experience of going on a short term missions trip. 

 Being a witness and making disciples should be a way of life.
