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I. Intro

Well, this, as you can see is not your typical Sunday morning

-not for me

-wearing shoes instead of sandals, not wearing jeans

-don’t have to use candy to motivate people to pay attention

--however if that helps I have some 

Different for you because some of you are probably thinking that your Bible is older than the guy standing up here getting ready to talk
-maybe that’s true

It is an honor to be able to share with you this morning

-I’ve been blessed to be able to speak at the evening service a few times & honestly, that’s more the kind of crowd I’m used to, young adults & students

In fact when Phil asked me if I could speak here this morning I told him that I’m really not that comfortable with the idea

-however, I said, I’m willing to be challenged & to grow & so if you want me to I will

Those of you who have been asked by Phil to do something, so probably about 85% of you, probably can imagine how he responded

-a really enthusiastic “Great!”

So here I am

We heard this morning about the Frontline Team

-kind of a follow up to the “Contagious Christianity” class the Trzcinski’s led not long ago

-and a result of the Evangelism Task Force & their work to try to capture the Lord’s vision for this church for reaching out to those outside these walls

--to our families, neighbors & the community at large

When I first spoke with Phil he indicated that someone else might be speaking in the morning & because we were going to have someone share about the Frontline Team, the topic in the morning was going to be evangelism

-the person I heard might do it is someone that at least I consider to be very good at evangelism so I thought I’d speak with him to see what he was going to do & then kind of go with what he came up with

-made it easy for me

when I found out I would be speaking this morning I didn’t have that crutch

-but I felt that the Lord still wanted me to share on that topic

One problem, I’m not very good at evangelism

-certainly not confident

-without having to take time to think, I can come up with a handful of names of people here this morning that seem like naturals when it comes to sharing the gospel with those who don’t know Jesus in a personal way

So the question I had to ask myself & God was, what do I have to offer?

This is what I heard from the Lord

We hear in church a lot about the success stories of evangelism, often by people who have been blessed with that gift.  You know, these are the people who it seems like are leading someone to the Lord all the time, at work, in their neighborhood at the mall.  It’s amazing & so encouraging to know that the Lord is working in them in that way.

Unfortunately, it seems like there are a lot more people who don’t feel very comfortable sharing about what they believe so they don’t often try, or people who are just plain scared to death at the thought of it.

The problem for us in that second group is that Jesus didn’t seem all that concerned about our comfort level when he put the responsibility for making known all around the world the only way to Heaven is through him.  

So, how can we get people who fear sharing the gospel to take that next step?

-Hopefully this is where I can help to encourage you this morning

--because I am not a comfortable evangelist

What I want you to come away with this morning is that it is ok to fail

-what’s not ok is disobeying God’s call for you to go into the world making disciples

-it’s not ok to make the excuse that someone else will do it
-and if you know enough to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord & Savior then you know enough to share that with someone else

Now, I want to clear one thing up this morning before we really get going
-when I use failure or success this morning, I’ll be using it very broadly

-Jamie, my lovely wife, pointed out to me that in Campus Crusade for Christ they teach you that the only failure in evangelism is not doing it

I agree with that & conversely success does not always equal salvation

-but this morning if you hear me say something about failing in sharing the gospel I will be talking about people not responding to your message

-and if I equate success with salvation, it is only to keep things streamlined

--I’ve had & I’m sure many of you have successfully shared the gospel & not seen any fruit from that

Wow, that explanation confuses me so I can’t imagine what you must be thinking I just said

-hopefully it will be clear what I mean 

II. Embracing our failure

Nobody really likes to fail

-it’s no fun

-in fact, the idea of failure is so frightening society seems to want to outlaw it

You know the idea, everybody wins, gets a trophy or a ribbon

So why would I want to fail at evangelism?

-if there is one thing we should want to find success in it’s in letting the people that we know & care about know that Jesus love them, died for them & now offers them life

Project 

1 Peter 3:9 – “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
If that’s true how can failure be good?

-because like pretty much anything you try, you’re not going to be very good at when you first try it & if you’re not practicing regularly

--even people that you think are really good at it probably didn’t start out that way

Point #1: We learn thru failure (project)
This was certainly true of the people close to Jesus

-they messed up a lot

Want to look at one of those failures & the corresponding response

-probably most of you here know that at the night of the last supper Jesus predicts that Peter will deny him not once or twice, but 3 times by morning

Project

Luke 22:31-34 – “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison & to death.”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”
From what we know about Peter it would be easy to imagine him outside at that fire saying “yes, I was with him, & this is why”
-of course, he doesn’t do that

-he is frightened

He claims not to know Jesus 3 times & runs away

-but you knew that

So you probably also know that later, when Jesus appears to them again after the resurrection he restores Peter

-Jesus asks Peter in John 21 if he loves him

-to which Peter responds yes, you know that I do

Jesus then tells Peter to feed his sheep

We see Peter fail, receive forgiveness & then what?

-when Jesus goes back up to Heaven & the day of Pentecost comes the 12 apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit & they are all speaking in all different languages

-no one had ever seen anything like it & all the Jews gathering in Jerusalem were amazed, confused, or thought they were liquored up

Here’s Peter, & he stands up & addresses all these people

Project Acts 2:22-24, 37-38
“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited to you by miracles, wonders & signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose & foreknowledge; & you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.


When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart & said to Peter & the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  Peter replied, “Repent & be baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Peter didn’t fail this time, when there were even more people around

-he took a deep breath & he fed Christ’s sheep

-he learned that he must lead because what he had to offer was worth people following

He wasn’t intimidated by the crowd

-with the Holy Spirit empowering him, he laid it out there & 3000 people put their faith in the Jesus Christ that day

Did he have that same result every time he shared the gospel?

-No
-it wasn’t an easy road for Peter 

But he was willing to learn from his mistakes & to trust in Christ & the Holy Spirit to work thru him to get the message out

So maybe you’re sitting there thinking to yourself, “ok but that’s Peter & he’s a stud when it comes to evangelizing”

-true, but we see that he wasn’t always

But just to make it a little bit more real for you, Jeremy Fredell is going to come up & share a little bit about learning from previous failures
Jeremy shares

So, you see, if we are willing to fail it gives us great opportunity to learn & grow

III. You are setting an example

Point # 2: You are setting an example, good or bad, for the people around you, believers & non-believers alike.  (Project)
My 3 ½ year old nephew Jack taught me a lesson on this last week when we were out visiting

-we were at the park playing & my brother called me

-I answered the phone like I usually do when he calls

--“What’s up bro!!!!!!!!”

In the background, Jack starts running around saying “what’s up bro!!”

-later when my younger brother was around he said “Nice work.  I spent all summer last year teaching him ‘yes sir’ & ‘no sir’ & you’re here for 2 days & he’s yelling “what’s up bro!!”

When it comes to evangelism, people are watching you

-if they see that talking to people about Jesus is important to you, they will be much more likely to at least think about it

-conversely, say you have kids

-if they don’t see you doing it, why would they think they have to?

Project Matthew 5:14-16 in The Message version
“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world.  God is not a secret to be kept.  We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill.  If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you?  I’m putting you on a light stand.  Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand – shine!  Keep open house; be generous with your lives.  By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”

Right at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount

-Jesus talking to a huge crowd of people who had been following him

What he is saying to them that day is the same thing he tells us today

-he has called us to be instruments for him

God is not supposed to be kept a secret

-if He has called you He wants to use you

I like that last sentence in the passage
“By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”
Are you opening up, shining for people to see?

-or are you keeping it under wraps?

Because if you have really experienced this generous Father in heaven, don’t you want the people around you to as well?

Now, as the Director off the youth program here this is very challenging for me

-one of my goals is for 24/7 to become more evangelistic as a ministry

-yet like I said, that is not something I feel super comfortable with myself

But whether you’re a leader of a ministry or a small group, or of the church, you can’t expect the people you are trying to lead do something you are not willing to do yourself
-so you set the tone, I set the tone

If you are demonstrating that evangelism is important to you, you are more likely to have people who will follow you in that direction

-yet if you are not modeling an evangelistic heart, you are saying with your actions that it really isn’t that important

Young people, you’re not off the hook when it comes to setting an example
Project 1 Timothy 4:12

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith & in purity.”
The people here in this church are watching you

-not just watching to make sure you’re not breaking anything or anyone

-but watching to see how you carry yourselves

I know because they tell me

-it’s a great feeling when someone comes & tells me that they are blessed seeing how you are with the kids in JOYLand or in serving around the church

But I want to hear people that are amazed because they are seeing you leading your friends into a relationship with the Lord
The risk there is that you don’t know how they will respond

-some might be interested in what you have to say

--but a lot won’t

You can’t control how they will respond to you

-whether they are offended, or maybe make fun of you, or most likely nothing happens

But do they mean enough to you to risk that failure?

-is their salvation that important to you?

Being an example is hard
-remember a time when I was talking with a college student who I had been witnessing to

-this person called me out

-said I say & do all this Christian stuff but then this student had seen me giving a hard time to someone that they knew wasn’t a Christian

Whether it was true or not, it was devastating because that was how this person perceived me & it cut me to the heart

So what do you do?

-we’re human, we mess up

You apologize when you let someone down by being a poor example & hopefully you learn from that mistake

That’s the risk we take when we become role models

-fortunately or unfortunately, you don’t have a choice whether you are or aren’t one

Jesus says that you are

IV. Reward

Point #3: When you see success it makes all the previous failures worth it.  (Project)
I still remember pretty clearly the first time I led someone, 1 on 1, to Christ

-at a retreat, I had just gone to the bathroom or something & I’m walking the path back to the main building where the main session is going on

There was a girl just sitting there so I said hi & asked what she was doing, not knowing she was about to unload

-some of her friends talked her into coming, she’s not a Christian, now her friends are kind of ignoring her, & she’s not too sure about this God character

I sit & I talk

-she says she’s really into nature, which is just perfect because if there’s one thing I know nothing about, its science & nature

-so I try to answer all her questions & refute all her points using every bit of scientific Christian jargon I could recall hearing someone say

Crash & burn

-not only did I not persuade her to put her faith in Christ, I couldn’t convince her to even go into the session

It was pretty discouraging

Well, as you probably know, God is funny sometimes

-the next night I see her outside again so I go sit down
-I ask her how things went that day

--not too good she says

Then, instead of trying to talk to her about the cosmos & stuff I don’t understand, I simply told her my story

-shared my testimony

-told her she could have that same kind of relationship with Jesus

-that unlike the other people in her life who had let her down, Jesus never would fail her
She said that’s what she wanted & she asked Jesus to come into her life that night

It was amazing, because here I am feeling like a complete idiot because of the night before when I had an opportunity, tried to take advantage of it & completely bombed

-after 24 hours of thinking & praying about what went wrong the chance came up again & this time I got to be a part of someone grabbing a hold of life

-made that disaster the other night totally worth it

Paul possessed a long term view when it came to evangelism
-he was willing to say what he felt needed to be said, to whomever, whenever he thought was right

-didn’t care what people thought because he knew what it meant to be really transformed & he wanted to use his experience & his knowledge of God’s saving grace to turn people’s hearts to the Lord

-and he knew his responsibility was simply to get the word out regardless of whether people accepted or denied his message

Some time after Paul had been arrested he was speaking King Agrippa

-he shares with Agrippa his testimony, how he met Jesus & how his life was changed 

This is a brief portion of their conversation 
Project Acts 26:27-29

“King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?  I know you do.”  Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”  Paul replied, “Short time or long – I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”
Paul had been around enough & seen enough to know a couple of things

-the immediate reaction you get is not always going to be what you hope & pray for

-“Do you really think you can persuade me so quickly?”

Paul’s response, “now or later, it doesn’t really matter to me”

Paul knew he might get shot down, but he planted a seed

-a seed that one day maybe someone else will come & water & see grow into faith

-but Paul isn’t going to wait for someone else to plant it

He’s content to simply get the message out because he knows the potential reward

-eternal life with Jesus

Something he witnessed over & over & over again because he was willing to risk failure

You know, I’m planting seeds right now

-trying to grow some grass in my back yard

-previous owners had flowers & plants everywhere

-big time waste of space if you ask me
I wanted more grass so I went to Home Depot, got some starter seed stuff & some fertilizer

-right about there is the limit of my knowledge

-the next weekend I spread it, by hand

Of course it’s kind of breezy so it’s all blowing to the same spot

-eventually I got the area covered with seed & fertilizer

A lot in some places, a whole lot in others
-now it’s been a few weeks & I’ve got mostly nothing but dirt & other green not-grass-looking stuff

But here & there are small patches of beautiful green grass

-not many, mind you, but enough that I can envision this lush green yard that I planted

-enough that I’m ready to try for more

And I know it’s going to take time, but if what I have in my mind comes to fruition, it will be worth all the mistakes I made in putting it down along the way 

V. Wrap up

Part off why I struggle with evangelism is because I spend too much time thinking of me
-I’M not ready for that

-I don’t know enough 

-what will they think of ME
Maybe you’re the same way

-maybe your attitude towards evangelism isn’t so much centered on God & what lost souls mean to Him, but on the cost to you

But how does the cost to us compare to what it cost Jesus, who was beaten, crucified, & killed to take away not just my punishment, not just your punishment, but your jerky neighbor’s punishment as well

-or your brother’s or your husband’s

And Jesus rose up to bring them life too
-John provides us a snapshot of what we have to look forward to

--us & all those who confess him as Lord & Savior

Project Revelation 22:1-5

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God & of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.  On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God & of the Lamb will be in the city, & his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, & his name will be on their foreheads.  There will be no more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  And they will reign forever & ever.”
And if we can focus on that & not on ourselves, on the reward & not on the risk, then maybe you & I can be evangelistic too 

-maybe as we stumble & trip over our words someone will hear the voice of Jesus calling them to life, to a place on that street next to that river worshipping God forever
-maybe, just maybe, if we can do that we will be a little more willing to fail

Band plays!!!

As I was preparing for this an old commercial for Air Jordan sneakers came to mind

-it has always been one of my favorites

-Michael Jordan is arguably the greatest basketball player ever, known for making the game winning shot time after time

In this commercial, Mike is walking from his car to the arena
Then you hear his voice & the first line is kind of a surprise

“I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career.  I’ve lost almost 300 games.”

-ok, this is not the Air Jordan that we are used to

-he continues, & this is really good

“26 times I’ve been trusted to take the game winning shot & missed.  I’ve failed over & over & over again in my life…

“And that is why I succeed.”
When it comes to telling our family, our friends, all of creation about the love of Jesus Christ, are you willing to risk failing in order to see the joy of someone you care about make the life-changing decision to follow Jesus

If you are, & if you’re still nervous, still hesitant, still uncomfortable, well so am I

-but I invite you this morning to come up so that our prayer team can pray for you to have the courage & the boldness to step out in faith & see what happens when you are willing to risk failure

-if you want to be released to go into your neighborhood, work place, school, or wherever, come up this morning so that someone can pray with you

Pray

Wrap up & pray & do the blessing unless Duane or Phil wants to do it

